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mattresses and pallets and to "cut into two and three
pieces each of the blankets and sheets they had
brought with them." Trained to look on the best side
of things, they employed their generosity and their
taste for discipline in performing daily miracles. They
did not conceal their joy in caring for "our masters, the
sick" who were assured of receiving treatment which
would cure and relieve the body, and consolation which
would comfort and ransom souls. Those who came
there to die, and among these were the first Indian
patients, whose superstitious imaginations had trans-
formed the hospital into "a house of death," passed
from life to death "righteously prepared for heaven."

As for the Ursulines, they were temporarily lodged
in a poor house which they called their Louvre. It was
a Louvre in which even necessities were lacking, yet it
seemed like heaven to Mere Marie who wrote to a great
lady in Paris, "It seems to me that we are too comfort-
able for Canada where, as far as I was concerned, I
expected to have no lodging other than a cabin made
of bark."7 Through the skylight windows the Sisters
could see the stars, and when the wind blew they had
difficulty in keeping candles lighted. In the wintertime
they had to melt snow to obtain water. They were
spared no privation both before and after the construc-
tion of the first convent; an epidemic of small-pox, a
scarcity of provisions, fire, attack by Indians; yet they
continued to pursue the task which they had set them-
selves, the education of Indian girls. Almost from the
beginning, too, they undertook the education of the
daughters of the colonists, a task which in the end
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